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USDA  R3-II  ?TTNES  FOOD  PROGRAMS 
Seriousness  of  the  food  situation  in  war—torn  countries  and  the  shortages 
that  have  developed  in  feed  grains  in  the  U.  3.  have  resulted  in  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Clinton  ?.  Anderson  ordering  re-examination  of  all  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture production j  procurement,  and  distribution  programs.     Closest  scrutiny  is 
to  be  given  to  cereals  both  for  human  and  animal  consumption,  fats  and  oils,  live— 
jt~ tock  and  meats,  and  dairy  and  poultry  products. 

U.  S.  EXTORTS  MORS  COTTON 
U.  S.  cotton  has  been  shipped  abroad  in  significant  amounts  since  June  of 
last  year,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  reports.    For  the  first  four  months  dt.mm, 
the  1945-45  season,  August-November,  exports  totalled  924,000  bales,  compared  with 
511,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

Shipments  were  made  to  France,  United  Kingdom,  Canada,  Spain,  Poland,  Yugo- 
slavia, and  Czechoslovakia.    No  exports  were  made  to  Germany  and  Japan,  both  large 

pre-war  purchasers  of  American  cotton. 

"-TEA  TKDR  IS  FIG  QUEST"  0 .'  LARK 
Old  Man  leather  is  likely  to  co:ne  in  for  a  good  share  of  attention  this  year. 

For,  with  a  hungry  world  looking  to  North  America  for  desperately  needed  food, 
U.  S.  farm  production  is  as  important  now  as  during  war  years. 

■Tith  the  curtain  about  to  go  up  on  the  production  season,  U.  3.  farmers  are 
reported  ready  and  waiting  well  up  with  their  £$11  and  winter  work  and  prepara- 
tions for  194S  crops.    Acreage  goals  are  somewhat  higher  than  planted  acreage  last 
year..    More  farm  machinery  and  supplies  are  in  prospect,    labor  may  -  be  mere  plen— 

►  ,      tiful.    SQ  +Re  dark  horse  in  the  picture  is  Weather  after  eight  years  of  better 

than  average  weather  the  country  over,  how  will  it  affect  194S  crops? 
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Even  allowing  for  increased  exports  to  help  feed  hungry  people  abroad,  the 
consumption  of  food  in  this  country  during  193=5  .".rill  be  larger  than  last  year  fs# 
Furthermore 3  cur  people  may  eat  more  per  capita  than  at  any  time  in  their  history, 
says  the  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics* 

Outside  the  U,  S.,  world  food  supplies  per  person  for  1945-46  will  average  1' 
percent  below  pre-war  levels.  Latest  figures  indicate  that  per  capita  consumption 
in  the  I".  S.  during  194  5  ••.•as  10  percent  above  pro-war  averages. 

ja?"£p::  hiii:  producho::  drcfs 

J.  S.  nrlk  production  for  January — S.5  million  pounds — was  the  lowest  level 
for  this  month  since  1941,  "three  percent  less  than  January  1945  but  nine  percent 
above  the  January  average  for  193  5-44.    P-easor.s  for  the  lowered  output  include 
reduction  of  milk  cow  numbers ,  with  a  lower  percentage  being  milked  now  than  at 
any  time  in  the  last  21  years;  shortage  and  cost  of  dependable  labor;  poor  quality 
hay  and  other  roughages  in  some  localities;  unusually  cold  weather  in  some  dairy 
sections;  and  difficulties  in  obtaining  feed  concentrates  in  many  areas. 
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In  the  last  15  years,  turkey  production  in  the  lT.  3.  has  nearly  tripled© 
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Raisin  production  in  the  0,  3.  is  now  larger  than  the  demand  here  and  econ— ( 
omists  in  foreign  agriculture  say  that    in  the  near  future  at  least,  the  world 
appears  to  have  mere  raisins  in  prospect  than  purchasing  power. 
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The  tf*  3.  date  crop  20  years  ago  was  a  million  pounds  compared  with  18  mil— 
•lion  pounds  in  1944# 
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The  Federal  Reserve  Board  estimates  that  inflationary  pressures  today  are 

from  8  to  10  times  greater  tlian  those  which  caused  disaster  23  years  ago. 

More  than  17,000  farm  residents  are  killed  in  accidents  each  year  and  about 
a  million  and  a  half  are  injured.  Farm  fires  destroy  about  $90,000,000  worth  of 
farm  property  each  year. 


